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[Local artisan’s rustic reclaimed wood
furniture gains national attention

By Lynn Groom
For The Leedy News

he growing popalarity of “green” wi hos w rost
I in o back vard. Leeds artisan Guayle Christo-

pleer s rustic reelamed wood Mrniture designs
are catehing the attention of buvers around the country,
who have commissioned her from as for away a4 Wasls-
ington state. Though Christopher uses only real wood in
her designs, she rasely buys or cuts it, preferring lund
clearing, refurbished lurniture, or even discarded
pralettes aa the row material of hes work.
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“Putting lound wood ie another use keeps it owt of
land fills. T like salvaging ond revsing things out of
principle and for the creativity required.”

Chnstopher first expenmented with furmitare design
when she started work as o research scientist after grod-
uate school. She had a strong tosie for real wood [urm-
fure, but no spare money Lo buy 11, 5o she experimented
with making furniture herself. " Baseally, need wos the
mother of invention.” For the starving graduate, re-
clomed wood wos on economical medium. “Lumber 15
very expensive in board form, bal found wood 153 uss-
ally fres except for the labor imvalved in preparing it
for wse. 1 started with refurbishing found pieces and
progressed (o moking pieces totally from scrotch ™ The
first preces she designed for herself were n bed and side
table.

Those preces still hove a place in her home. Re-
climed wood was o naturol choice for Christopher,
wha wos “green” long betore if was popular. Her furni-
ture and waordrobe are made from notural fibers, her
house 18 wod, and she grovws some of her oan pro-
duce.

Chnstopher put out her virtual shingle for furniture
design in [999 when she launched her web site,
wwwlrnslins com. Though she has nof advertised sinee.
demand for her work has grown. In 2007, Coastal Liv-
g magaxine, where she then served as online editor,
commissioned her to create a dining tabde from sal-
viged barn trmbers for their Morth Caroling Tdes
Hoeuse. Clhients around the country {ond here in Leeds)
have found her throogh her web site, word-of-mouth
recommendntions, and the publicity of the 1dea House
table. (One chient asked Chrnistopher 1o reproduce the
table exactly for her home in Chieago.)

An Indiana chient. Korla Kiteh, hod Chnstopher make
o bed froam poplar wood that was found on Kitch's fam-
ily’s property. The prece hos senbimental value because
of the woods omgin. "li'%s alse indestructible,” she savs
Leeds resident Melissa Edgil eommissioned Christo-
pher o make a modern bed with clean, stroight lines,
“The craftsmanchip 1s great. It hasn™t worn ai oll i five
venrs, nmd 1 expeet 1t to last 8 hfetime ™ Regardbess of
the client’s tastes, Christopher’s goal 18 ulways “bo pro-
duce something wsetul and beautiful”™ When she's
working on o new piece, she desenbes feeling “very
peaceful nnd thoughtful. [t can be very Zen-hke and re-
laxang "

When Christopher 1s looking [or salvaged wood, she
keeps m mind how the final piece will be uzed and
what her elient 1s looking for. “Some preces would be
better served by using hardwoods and others by waing o
closed gproin species. Buf when 1'm just trolling along

the road or on loading docks, 1 loek lor longer preges of
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waod witls fewer knois and waorps. Rustic wood from
tree cuttings may be chosen for o unique beod, curve, og
branch structure. 1 do like to incorporate differcnt tex-
tures and materials where possible.”

As Christopher business hoas grown b the past twa
VEars, her Tocus has ﬁt;l:l.uli o feclaimed wood. For hee,
handmade. reclaimed wood picces offer o beauty that
mo other tvpe of furniiure does. "Found woeod has
unigque properiies that add beauty to the final pleces.
And with band-made furnature, particularhy rustic furmi-
ture, each prece is one-ol-a-Kind by nature. Handmade
furniture is generally constructed better than mass-pro-
duced furniture and can alzo take advantage of the vari-
ahility fownd o rustic
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wimme variehility can make
desigring preces a chil-
lenge. “The knots, warps,
twist=, amd natural curves
add complexity o the
bunlding process just as
they add inlerest e the
Final prece”

Her pewchant lor wsing
reclammed wood 15 ol
only an arlisiic preference,
but o consequence of her
farth. “Reusing is o form
of goad stewardshap,” she

wivs. 1 alzo thank than
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Ciod gave us this earth aned
expocts ug not i be
wastelul, [ don’t believe
He 15 gver wasteful ™

In addition o her de-
signing furmitore,
Chnstopher also designs
web sites and holds a
doctorate in cell biology,
T view her conversa-
bions with supplicrs and
chients around the coun-
"}'. visil
hitp:/frustixs.com
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